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BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

Minutes of the AGM Held on 13th June 2015 at Oulton Community Centre 
 

Present:   Allyson Barron (Chair), Sheila Hunter, Brian Hunter, Margaret Martin, Peter Aldous, 
                  Christina Brinded, Peter Brinded, John Ward, Lynne Ward, Cllr Jane Murray, 
                  John Fort, Cllr Len Jacklin, Cllr Mike Barnard, Craig Barron, Cllr Colin Law  
 
Apologies:  Carolyn Gosling, Oulton Parish Council 
 
Allyson Barron welcomed everyone, especially supporters such as our local Councillors. 
 
Previous Minutes 
 
Colin Law confirmed our award was the 106 not CIL as this award pre-dates CIL.  Brian Hunter 
advised that the constitution needs up-dating.  The Committee will review the constitution and 
make amendments to be presented to next year’s AGM.  This will be an agenda item for the 
first committee meeting.  The minutes were approved. 
 
Chair’s Report   
 
Allyson Barron reflected on the months since our last Annual General Meeting.  She spoke about 
the joy of diversity as she has been inspired by a family visit to New York, which included Central 
Park.  This is a beautiful green oasis surrounded by the skyscrapers of New York City.  She has 
joined the “Friends of Central Park” who were very interested in Bonds Meadow.  There was an 
opportunity to exchange stories of common ground in preserving nature around our world. 
Central Park was once an out of bounds, unsafe outdoor, “no go” zone until Frederick  

Law Olmsted, Calvert Vaux and New Yorkers, who were determined to change things, had the 

vision to create a great park.  It made Allyson remember that across a wide span of ocean, areas 

of diverse natural unspoiled beauty exist in the UK, including here in Suffolk our very own Bonds 

Meadow.  It is a hidden jewel, once neglected, and thankfully restored over a number of years,   

thanks to the vision of Christina Brinded, Brian and Sheila Hunter, Margaret Martin and many 

more volunteers and friends who by their tireless efforts have contributed towards Bonds 

Meadow now being recognized as a County Wildlife site, an important ‘Green Corridor’ for wild 

life in a mostly built- up area.    

Grateful thanks were expressed to all Committee Members, Project Manager Peter Aldous and 

Peter Gray for their invaluable site management and volunteering, our partners Waveney District 

Council and Waveney Norse, Bonds Meadow Residents and supporters.  We trust that the vision 

of Bonds Meadow Community Association will enable all to be refreshed by and enjoy the 

diversity Nature displays within this beautiful site.  Long may we all keep the vision alive. 

. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

 

This was given by Brian Hunter on behalf of Sheila Hunter 

 

Funds Available to the Association £716-53 

 

Copies of the full Treasurer’s Report were circulated. 

 

We have spent more than we have raised.  We need to do fund-raising or apply for grants.  This 

will be an agenda item at the next Committee meeting.  We have applied for a grant for 

wildflower seeds but have not yet heard the outcome. 

 

Election of the Committee 

 

Chair.  Allyson Barron re-elected.  Nominated by Brian Hunter. Seconded by Len Jacklin 

Allyson said she is happy to remain as Chair in the interim, subject to family 

commitments.                                                                                                                               

 

Vice-Chair John Ward elected.  Proposed by Margaret Martin.  Seconded by Lynn Ward. 

 

Treasurer Sheila Hunter re-elected.  Nominated by Allyson Barron.  Seconded by Peter 

Aldous. 

 

Secretary Margaret Martin re-elected.  Nominated by Allyson Barron.  Seconded by 

Christina Brinded. 

 

Committee      Christina Brinded and Peter Brinded.  Nominated by Allyson Barron.  Seconded 

by Lynne Ward. 

 

The Project Manager (Peter Aldous) and the Membership Secretary (Margaret Martin) will be   

ratified at the next committee meeting.  They have both agreed to continue. 

 

Activities 

 

The report on activities was given by Peter Aldous.  He has volunteered for the Association for 7 

years and became Project Manager 12 months ago.  Christina Brinded left big shoes to fill.  

There are only two people left in the current work party. 

 

Concerns.   The encroachment problem is painfully slow.  It is being conducted through 

Waveney District Council’s legal team.  It sends out a negative signal to others.  Mike Barnard 

said we have a complete map of the area and pockets of land are registered to residents, in  
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Activities  (continued) 

 

particular Nos. 18 & 10 Chestnut Avenue.  Legal have applied to get the rest registered but they 

have been told it will have to be fenced.  We need to look out for new fences and to report.  

Peter Brinded felt that the encroachments had not been opposed strongly enough.  This will 

continue to be an agenda item at Committee meetings.  Margaret Martin pointed out that the 

two encroachment issues are separate.  Becky Koehler of Waveney District Council is dealing 

with the water encroachment.  Mike Barnard can let us have a map.  Colin Law said the water 

encroachment is a water issue.  Other concerns are pond clearing, wood theft and litter, the 

damming of the water-way, the limitations of a two-man working party, weekly damage caused 

by children putting up tents, lighting fires, etc.  Colin Law said there are similar problems at 

Everitt’s Park.  He will raise our concerns with Paul Sharpe, Eastern Commander when he meets 

with him on 26th June.  Peter Aldous reported the main paths have not been cut yet.  Allyson 

Barron will ask Waveney Norse to do this.  The meadows will be mown in late August.  There 

have been no new volunteers this year.  The Bonds Meadow profile is not high enough, 

although we have got more news publicity.  There is a lack of notices. 

 

Positives.   We now have High-Viz branded jackets.  There has been committee support to get 

tools.  There has been community support through positive conversations.  There is a good 

working relationship with Waveney Norse.  There are positive links with the Scouts.  The ponds 

are kept clear.  Fallen trees have been cut up and removed.  Fruit trees have been planted.  The 

Hall Road border has been opened up, making it less easy to drop litter.  There have been 

favourable comments about this.  Most, if not all, the Himalayan Balsam has been eradicated.  

The understories of trees have been opened up.  Sycamores (which are parasitic) have been 

removed.  Knotweed has been poisoned by Waveney Norse.  Bulbs have been planted.  Thanks 

were expressed to the Committee for their support and to Margaret Martin for litter-picking. 

 

Allyson Barron also thanked Oulton Parish Council for their support.   

 

Jane Murray suggested contacting Benjamin Britten High School who do eco-conservation. 

Colin Law suggested we contact Community Payback to see if they can do work for us.  We also 

need to contact Anglia Action Trust regarding volunteers.  Agenda item for next Committee 

meeting.  Len Jacklin may be able to provide funds for noticeboards, etc.  Colin Law suggested 

we contact SOLD as they make notices. 

 

Brian Hunter reminded everyone who has not yet done so to pay their subscriptions (£6 or £1 if 

unwaged). 

 

The formal meeting closed at 12.00 noon and members and guests enjoyed refreshments. 


